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C770 

To the 82, c?r. Once melting is enough. Thegood melts 
b'eft, and the beft, firft. There is fometimes half odds m the 
goodriefs. Tlie heft is diftingiiiflit by its weighti 

To the 88, 8p. There is a flight in the fraoak, ivhich falling 
upon the Grafs, poyfons thofe Cattel that eat of it. They find 
thetafteof it upon their lips to be fvveet, when the fmoak chan- 
ces to iy iin their Faces. Brought home, and laid in their hou- 
(es, it kills Rats and Mice, If this flight mix with the Water , 
in which the Oar iswafli-fjand be carried away into aftrearae,it: 
hath poifoned fuch Cattel, as have drunk of it after a current of 
g Miles, What of this flight falls upon the Cind, they gather up 
10 melt in a Fbgg-hearth , and make Shot and Sheet-lead 
of it. 

To the 90. They fometimes find sUggs , ZA^^^ 5 foot 
under ground , but fuch as they judge caft afide hereto- 
fore. 

The Premijctietti Inquiries , annexed in the Ntmh. 1 9 , are 
raofliof them fatisfied in the former Anfwers, 

But as to the Mineral Lawes of Mendip^l am promifed an 
Account of them ;, which I fliall tranfmit to you, as foon as 
I have received it. 

Concerning fubterraneousD-^w^^^/w, they have never feenany, 
but fometimes have heard knockings beyond their own 
Works, which, when foUow'd by them, have afforded plenty of 
Ore. 

About 2 years fince, one King of TVells in his Greove found a 
piece of Ore, in which they fancied thefljapeof a Man, Eyes, 
Armes, Leggs, full Breaft : The whole was about 4 inches in 
length; the Mine proved rich. 

An ExtntSt of a Letter. 
Written from Franckfurt in the Oder , hj the learned Frofejfor 
Johannes Chriftophorus Beckmanf^^^^PubliHier, concerning 
Ofteocolla, and feme ether ohjervabUs in thofe farts ; Hng- 
lifhed out of the High-Dutch, as follows. 

Sir, the Converfation with feveral worthy Members of the 
JR. Society J I had the honor to be admitted to, when I was 
in England^ as it then awakned me, and begot in me a refolution, 
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bettef to employ the remainder of my travelling- time, in making 
Obfervacions of a Philofophical nature, fo the remembrance of 
it, fince my return into my Native Soyle, hath prompted me 
f o enquire after, and to take fpeciai notice of the Productions of 
Nature there : Among which I ihall at this time chiefly impart 
to you, what hath occurr'd to me about the ofieocolla 5 which I 
have therefore the more carefully obferv'd, becaufe I have hi- 
therto met in Authors with little fatisfa<5tion concerning the 
fame. 

1. Therefore, I find, that it growes in a Sandy^yet not Grd" 
vcHj Soyle, and not at all (that I know) in any rich or Clayie 
Ground, 

2. It ilioots down two mens depth under ground, fo thatjbe- 
ing found above the furfaceof theEarth^you may ftill find down- 
wards of its branches till you come to the I'aid depth. Where 
it is to be noted, that the branches mofl: commonly grow 
ftreight up , yet fometimes alfo fpread fidewaycs. 

3. The branches are net of an equal thicknefs, but, like 
plants growing above ground, fome of them thicker, fome flen- 
derer ^ and the farther they arc diftant from the common ftem , 
the thinner they are, the ftalk being thickeft of all, ufuatly 
equalling the thicknefs of au ordinary Arm or Legg, and the 
branches, the thicknefs of on's little finger. 

4. The Place, where 'tis to be found, hath its peculiar 
mark, to find the oflmol/a by^ which is, that upon the band , 
which is here every where yellowidi , there appears a whiti/h 
fatty Sand, which, if it be dug into, hath under it a dark fatty, 
and, how hot and dry foever the other Sand be, a fomewhat moift 
and putrid matter, like rotten Wood :, which matter fpreads ic 
felf here and there in the Earth, juft as the ofieocoUa it felf 
doth J and is called by thofe,whom I have employ'd to look far 
it, the Florver of this Subflance, 

5. The ofiieceRii being thus found, is altogether foft, yet 
rather friable than du6iil: Wherefore if one hath the curiofity 
of getting out of the ground a whole piece of it with its branches, 
he rauft very carefully remove the Sand eveiy way from it, and 
then let it He fo a while 5 its quality being, That remaining ex- 
pofed to the Sun for half an hour or fomewhat longer, ic 
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giowes to that hardnefs, as 'tis found in the fliops of Jpotk- 
caries, 

6. It feems to be a kind of Mark, or to have great affinity 
with it 5 of which we here alfo have great ftore, yet not near 
thofe places, where I have found ofieecolU, 

7. It requireth alfo time to come to maturity -, which appears 
fiom hence, that in the very fame place, where I aligg'd fomeof 
It the laft year, I this year found otheis-, yet with this difference, 
that ^thofe were grown hard , after the manner before defcri- 
bed , bnt thefe remain ftill foft and friable , though now in 
the fifth Moneth. 

8. The caufe of its being divided into fomany branches, I 
conjedure to be from the Roots^ which fpread themfelves here 
and there in the Earth, fo that the matter gathers and fetleth its 
felt about them, and afterwards according to thedivifionof the 
roots, acquires a plantal form and appearance. Whence it alfo 
feems to proceed, that through the midft of the ofieocsU^ there 
alwayes paffcth a dark line, which is thought to be a piece of the 
Root. And it often happens, that that ftrokelofethitfelf by 
little and little , and the oflcccoHa in the middle grows clear ; 
which comes to paiTe, when the Root by the corruption, begua. 
in the ofleecolU , is reduced to powder. Yet have I found a 
place hereabout, where the (?j?f<?fi>//4 was not hollow at all-, but 
there I obferved, that in ftead of fetling about a big root, it had 
gathered it felf about many fmall fibres t, whence alfo this fort 
had acquired pores thorough its whole lengthy but no cavity , 
like the other. 

On another occafion I may alfo communicate to you fome 
particulars concerning the Gramen ifihicmon ^ call'd by others 
Gramen DactyloUes , or Sa»guifjelU', and the Grarnen Aquati- 
cum ctim longifima. panf}icnU^ mention'd by Bauhinu-s^md grow- 
ing here in great plenty-, as alfo the Obfervables in the Fore/}, 
caird the Hartz, which I intend flrortly to vifit, and wherein are 
to be found very confiderable both Cfipper and Siher-M'm^s , 
ftore of Lapis fpliSy and a fort of ftone, which by Raine grows 
altogether foft, and a place, call'd Earvmans Hole, like that of 
Ok-j-hole about Wells in nn^Und^ 8ic. 

I iliall now conclude with giving you notice, that the i . of 
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MAreh laft, there fell art unufual fort of Smi\>^ which I confi- 
dered with more than ordinary attention. It had none of the 
ordinary figures, but was made up of little Pillars, whereof 
fome were Tetragonal, fome Hexagonal^ with an neat hafts. On 
the top they were fomewhat larger, as the heads of Columnes 
are. Confidering the whole fbape, we thought fie to give it 
the name of J^ixColummru, 

An Extract of a Letter lately written hy an ohfern/ing ferfdn 
to a Friend of the Publiftier, eoncerninj^ the verttte of 
Antimony. 

ITryed that a Boare,to whom I had given an ounce of crude An- 
timony at a time, putting him into the Sty, would be fat a fort- 
night before another, having no Antimony, upon the like feed- 
ing. Antimony will recover a Pig of the Meafles •, by which ic 
appears to be a great purifyer of the Blood. I knew a Horfe,thac 
was very lean and fcabbid, and could not be fatted by any keep- 
ing, to whom Antimony was given for two Moneths together 
every morning, and that upon the fame keeping he became ex- 
ceeding fat. One of my own Horfes having had the fafhions, 
and being cured, had notwithflanding extream running leggs ; fo 
that after he had pafled thecourfeof Farryerstwice^tobecured, 
it was not done j but upon my giving him Antimony but one 
week, he was prefently healed. 

The manner of ufing it, is this. Take one drachme of crude 
Antimony powder'd for one Horfe, and when you give him his 
Oats in a morning, fliake it out upon his Oats in a little heap in 
the middle: If he be hungry , and you keep off his head from 
every other part of the Oats, he will fnap it up in his mouth at 
one bite, when you let him goe. Some Horfes greatly like it, 
others refufe it after the firft. If he refufe it, cover it with Oats 
thinly •, its done : or make it in Balls. 



